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Drawing from evidence and good 
practice guidance, we have defined 
high quality green infrastructure at 
each stage of the development 
process, from planning and design, 
through to long-term management 
and maintenance.
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How does good quality GI help to 
deliver better developments?

Climate emergency mitigation + adaptation 

e.g. sustainable drainage (flood resilience)

Ecological emergency making space for nature

e.g. ecological connectivity and green networks

Health emergency focusing on outcomes for people

e.g. high-quality greenspace for everyone

Green Growth how do we Build Back Better

e.g. valuing nature-based solutions



1. Reduce planning uncertainty 

2. Shared framework of standards

3. Smoother passage through planning

4. Help secure benefits for people and wildlife: 
climate resilience, biodiversity enhancement, 
health and wellbeing outcomes, water 
management and landscape connections

5. Practical ideas for how the development 
industry and planning authorities can tackle 
the climate and ecological emergencies

What can Building with 
Nature deliver?



Not just development…





Accreditation and Award
We offer Accreditation at both pre- and post-construction stages, to 
highlight what good looks like at each stage of the green infrastructure 
lifecycle. 

We encourage applications from different types of development, and 
at various scales, however the current accreditation system is set up to 
assess schemes of 10 units or more (i.e. ‘major’ applications).

Schemes which are at the Masterplanning stage can apply for Design 
Accreditation. Schemes at the detailed / RMA stage can apply for a Full 
Accreditation (Good or Excellent) which includes a post-construction 
check to ensure green infrastructure has been delivered in line with 
plans and designs, and we can see people and wildlife benefiting from 
sustainably managed features.

The Standards can also be used to assess strategic policy 
documentation, such as Local Plans, SPDs or a GI Strategy.



What’s in this for LPAs?
• An evidence-based and consistent approach to tackling the 

climate and ecological emergencies.

• Consider green infrastructure aims, strategies and designs 
options on a site-by-site basis at an early project stage, 
involve key stakeholders and experts.

• Identify opportunities for multi-functional features and 
design accordingly with input from the whole team (culture 
change vs. silo-working).

• Clearly document, present and promote a site’s green 
infrastructure offering as part of a planning application (no 
additional info required).

• Consider external verification of a site’s green infrastructure 
offering e.g. Building with Nature Accreditation for each 
project stage.

• Offers some reassurance that HQGI will be delivered during 
construction and managed post-construction (i.e. supports 
enforcement)




