
Queensland Gardens, Cardonald  
Green Infrastructure Retrofit

Southside Housing Association  & 
Glasgow City Council partnership
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Location
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Context
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How it is now….
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T h e b a c k g r o u n d
In the Clyde and Loch Lomond Local Flood

Risk Management Plan area 21,000
residential properties are at risk of flooding.

This flooding has the potential to cost  approx. 
£67 million a year in damages

(30% attributed to surface water)

Traditional drainage methods have  limited 
capacity and do not provide

multiple benefits.

In Hillington and Cardonald GCC have prepared a SWMP, where  measures are 

being implemented to control runoff by mimicking nature.  Queensland Gardens 

(owned by SHA) is one such location where these  measures are being

implemented
Images:  SUSDRAIN

website: CIRIA

City Level Strategic Context
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Co m m o n Mi sc o n c e p t i o n s a b o u t u si n g Su D S

SuDS can’t be  
used next to  

children’s play  
areas

SuDS require a  
large amount of  

maintenance

SuDS are
ponds with
deep water

SuDS take

up a large  
amount of  

space,
SuDS can’t be  

used as  
multifunctional  

open space
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W h y w o u l d a H o u s i n g

A s s o c i a t i o n h e l p u s   

m a n a g e f l o o d i n g ?

Provision of new  
multi-functional  

open space

Improved outdoor  
space and play  

areas

Greater access to  
new funding  

streams

Properties are more  
resilient to climate  

change

Pooled  
resources/costs

Improved  
wellbeing/healthier  

communities

Reduced flood risk  
to residents

Catalyst for  
economic growth &  

regeneration

Enhanced  
biodiversity

Community  
interaction/less  

isolation

Educational  
opportunities
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A delightful, fun, 

biodiverse ‘sponge’ 

landscape ?

Don’t we all just 
love looking at 

water?

Have fun with 
water, a natural 
part of our lives 
and landscape

Gardens for people.  
And pollinators. And 

rain.  And maybe 
some food too…



Memorial rose bush  
planted by local  
resident within the  
grounds should be  
incorporated within  
new proposals

Temporary bike pump  track 

proved popular with  the kids 

on the day

Observed that there is a lot of space around the  
buildings but there is little ” to do” in terms of  
activities

Something for the kids

Create attractive 
gardens that 
includes seating

Provide for 
all ages

Improve surface 
water management/ 
flooding

Not much for 
The kids to do
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playful landscape incorporating  

existing games area

edible  

space

road &  

parking

road &  

parking

rainwater basin

swales

community gardens &  

raingarden feature

toddler play

Concept
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Landscape Masterplan
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Central Scotland Green Network Trust

10,000 Raingardens  Community 
Raingarden Concept

Water flow - Clay work by young person at  

community consultation event

Community  

Raingardens

Bute

CumBrae

Playrain  

water

Queensland Drive
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Design Development  
Community Raingarden
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Design Development  
Toddler Play
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Design Development  
Adventure Play
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Landscape Maintenance



Funding


