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Natural Heritage Overview –

Ayrshire

• What is important in Ayrshire and why does it matter

• Ayrshire Biodiversity duties and recording 
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Ayrshire

• Approx 6% of Scotland

• One of the most diverse areas of Scotland.

• Highlands and Islands

• Lowland Scotland

• Southern Uplands.

• Coast to Mountain top.

• Wildland to industrial dereliction.



Scottish Natural Heritage  Dualchas Nàdair na h-Alba 

Whats special?

• Habitats  
• Dunes cliffs and saltmarsh

• Marine Muds to Maerl

• Grassland Species rich unimproved.

• Lowland Bog and Fen

• Woodlands Mainly gorge or coastal

• Moorland Blanket Bog and wet heath

• Mountain heath and ledge.
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Whats special
• Species

Plants

• Orchids

• Trees

• Ferns

• Lichens
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Whats Special
• Geology
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Whats special
• Species

Birds

Golden eagle

Black grouse

Lesser white-throat

Hen harrier

Red throated diver

Curlew
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Whats special
• Species

Mammals

• All bat species

• Red deer

• Red squirrel

• Otter

• Harbour porpoise

• Common and Grey seals

• Pine marten
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Whats special
• Species

Invertebrates:-

• Butterflies

• Beetles

• Bees
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Nationally protected areas

75 Sites of Special Scientific 

Interest

Some of the largest in Scotland,.
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Marine protected areas

• South Coast of Arran

• Clyde Sill Muds
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European protected areas

Scottish Natural Heritage

• Renfrewshire Heights SPA

• Arran Moors SPA

• Muirkirk and North Lowther 

Uplands SPA

• Ailsa Craig SPA

• Bankend Moss SAC

• Cockinhead Moss SAC

• Dykeneuk Moss SAC

• Airds Moss SAC

• Lendalfoot Grasslands 

SAC
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National Landscape 

areas.

• North Arran National Scenic 

Area

• Waterhead Moor Wildland Area

• North Arran Wildland Area

• Merrick Kells Wildland Area
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Mapping Scotland’s Wildest Places
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SNH’s approach

• recognise individual experience 

and perception

• not pristine wilderness

• need to consider within Scottish 

and UK context

• occurs on a spectrum 
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What mapped?    

Phase I - Relative wildness                                                         
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Relative WildnessPerceived naturalness   

+  

Ruggedness  

+  

Remoteness from roads

+  

Absence of modern 

artefacts

=

Relative wildness
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• Boundaries?

- 1:50k OS backdrop – simple 

shapes

- can encompass detracting 

features

- seek to follow large scale 

natural features

- seek to exclude detractors 

at the edge

- where no natural feature 

other features may be used
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NPF3 and SPP

“main areas of wild land 

character that are significant in a 

national context”

• DP identify and safeguard areas 

of wild land character

• Onshore wind spatial framework 

– area of significant protection



Scottish Natural Heritage  Dualchas Nàdair na h-Alba 

Wild Land Areas (WLA)

• We identified 42 wild land areas 

across all of Scotland

• A description of each of the 

WLAs can be found on our 

website

• The descriptions describe the 

key wild land qualities
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Since January 2017… 

• The draft guidance (2017) 

Assessing Impacts on Wild 

Land Areas replaces the 2007 

guidance

• New approach focuses on 

the wild land qualities as set 

out within the descriptions for 

each wild land area on our 

website

• Proportionate, reflecting 

Government’s policy as set out 

in NPF3 and SPP
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Waterhead Moor-

Muirshiel WLA 

•1 of 3 WLAs south of the HBF 

• North Ayrshire and 

Renfrewshire

• the smallest wild land area

•Partly within a Special 

Landscape Character Area 

and much of the area is within 

the Renfrewshire Heights SPA
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Merrick WLA 

• East Ayrshire, South Ayrshire 

and D&G

• the wild land area is within 

the Galloway Dark Sky Park 

and forms part of the Galloway 

Hills RSA 
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North Arran WLA 

• North Arran also 

designated as a Special 

Landscape Area and a 

National Scenic Area
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Natural Heritage Information.

• Scotland’s National Biodiversity Atlas

• Local records

• National Biodiversity Network -

scotland.nbnatlas.org
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Protected species

Scottish Natural Heritage

National Biodiversity Network - scotland.nbnatlas.org
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What must Councils do?

Section 1 of the 2004 Act 

introduced the Biodiversity 

Duty.

It is the duty of every public 

body and office-holder, in 

exercising any functions, to 

further the conservation of 

biodiversity so far as is 

consistent with the proper 

exercise of those functions.
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What must Councils do?

Section 36 of the 2011 Act 

introduced the requirement to 

report on compliance with the 

Biodiversity Duty.

A public body must prepare 

and publish a biodiversity 

report within 3 years of the 

base date.
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What Councils CAN do….

• Think about impacts on the natural 

heritage.

• Think about greenspace and networks

• Think about Local Nature Reserves (get a 

policy)

• Do you need a Country Park
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Thank you!


