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Background to Natura

Scottish Natural Heritage

EU Directives
Birds Directive (originally 1979) ïSPAs

Habitats Directive (1992) ïSACs (and EPS)

Creates a Europe-wide network of protected areas and was 

implemented due to recognition that:
ÅMany natural habitats are deteriorating;

Å Species are threatened; and

Å Problems are often trans-boundary

Protect only the most valuable areas of ecological 

importance.
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SPAs: Birds

Scottish Natural Heritage

Approximately 160 SPAs in Scotland.

Selection was mainly based on:

numbers of birds of a species (or a group of species such 

as waterfowl or seabirds) using an area regularly (either in 

summer for breeding, and/or winter for óoverwinteringô).

Bird species protected by this Directive will have one or 

more sites where they are a óqualifying featureô (QF) of 

that site.
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SACs: Habitats and species

Scottish Natural Heritage

Approximately 240 SACs in Scotland.

Protects 56 habitat types: e.g. bogs, heath, mudflats, 

rivers; and 

18 species: e.g. mosses, butterflies, fish, otter
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Points to note

Scottish Natural Heritage

All QFs are treated as equally important. 

Sea lamprey or Killarney fern are as important as golden 

eagles or bottlenose dolphins.


